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January 14, 2015

Senator Steve Daines 
1 Russell Senate Courtyard 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Honorable, Senator Daines:

On b eh a l f  o f  t h e  M o n t a n a  Society o f  Amer ic an  Fores te r s '  m e m b e r s ,  t h a n k  you  for  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
p r ov ide  c o m m e n t s  on  f u t u r e  f o r e s t  r e f o rm  legislat ion.  Your  s u p p o r t  o f  ac t ive  m a n a g e m e n t  on  National  
Fores t  Lands to  ac h ie v e  f o re s t  hea l th ,  e c o n o m ic  ben ef i t  t o  rural  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  r aw  mat e r i a l s  for  o u r  
T i m b e r  Indus t ry  i n f ra s t r u c t u re  is g rea t ly  a p p r e c ia t e d .  M o n t a n a  SAF F ore s t  Policy C o m m i t t e e  p rov ides  
t h e  fo l lowing c o m m e n t s  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a nd  looks fo rw a r d  to  f u t u r e  d iscuss ion  wi th  you  and 
y o u r  staff .

The  Society o f  A m e r ic a n  F o re s t e r s  (SAF) is t h e  wo r l d ' s  l a rges t  o r ga n iz a t io n  o f  na tu ra l  r e s o u r c e  
p ro fes s io na l s  w i th  ne a r ly  1 5 , 000  m e m b e r s .  It a d v a n c e s  t h e  sc ience ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  t e ch no l og y ,  a n d  prac t i ce  
o f  fo re s t r y  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  soc ie ty.  SAF is t h e  accredi t ing  b o d y  fo r  p r o fess iona l  a n d  t e chn ica l  fo res t ry  
co l leges  an d  sc hoo l s  in o u r  na t ion ,  a nd  is al so r e spo ns i b le  fo r  ce r t i f ica t ion o f  p ro fe ss i ona l  f o res t e r s .  Our  
na t ion a l  office,  b a s e d  in B e th e sd a ,  MD is e n g a g e d  wi th  Congr es s io na l  Staf f  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  S taf f  on  a 
w id e  var i e ty  o f  n a t u ra l  r e s o u r c e  issues t h r o u g h  Policy Director ,  J o h n  Barnwell  1 - 30 1 -8 97 87 2 0  x 300.
W e  w e r e  ve ry  Involved in i ssues  such  as  t h e  2 0 1 4  Farm Bill Fores t ry  Titles,  t h e  n o n p o in t  pol lut ion issue 
on  f o re s t  roads ,  f o r e s t r y  r e s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  Fores t  Inven to ry ,  a nd  Analysis p r o g r a m  a t  USFS Resea rch 
S ta t ions ,  A p p ro p r ia t io ns ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  Regula r  t e s t i m o n y  by t h e  SAF in C o m m i t t e e  hea r ings  has 
b e e n  a p p r e c i a t e d  by t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  d u e  to  o u r  c re d ib le  sc i en ce  b a s e d  b ac k g r o u n d  and  
b a l an c ed  m e m b e r s h i p .  Pos i t ion s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  ev e r y  y e a r  by t h e  Nat ional  SAF C o m m i t t e e  on 
F ores t  Policy. Re t i r ed  S ee ley  Lake District  Ranger ,  Tim Love is a m e m b e r  o f  this  c o m m i t t e e .  Th es e  
posi t ion  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  o f t e n  u se d  as  t h e  bas is  for  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  al so s e t  t h e  d i rec t ion  fo r  all individual 
S t a t e  C h a p t e r  F ore s t  Policy e f fo r t s  a n d  t h e  M o n t a n a  SAF Fores t  Policy C o m m i t t e e  for  co ns i s t en cy  ac ross  
o u r  b r o ad  m e m b e r s h i p .

Current ly,  o u r  Na t iona l  SAF Policy Director,  Jo h n  Barnwell ,  is ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  in bringing t h e  co n ve rs a t io n  
o n  f o re s t  r e f o rm  to  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  r e fo rm  level a n d  n o t  only for  specif ic a r e as .  SAF has  a long his tory of  
co l l abora t ive  e f f o r t s  wi th  a va r i e ty  o f  in t e r es t s  to  ach ie ve  c o m m o n  goal s .  For ex a m p le ,  SAF is an  act ive 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  CFLRA Coal i t ion for  c o n t i n u e d  ap p r o p r ia t io n s  t o  ac co m p l i sh  large l a n d sc a p e  level 
s t e w a r d s h i p  a nd  r e s t o r a t i o n  p rojec t s .  Of par t i cu la r  in t e re s t  is t h e  b ind ing a r b i t r a t io n  se c t i on  in
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Bar ra sso ' s  2 0 1 4  bill. O ur  u n d e r s t a n d in g  is t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  SAF C o m m i t t e e  on  Fores t  Policy will have 
in c re a se d  d i scuss ions  this  ye a r  on  t h e  top ic  o f  f o r e s t  r e f o rm  to  inc rease  t h e  pa c e  a nd  scale o f  t h e  on  
t h e g r o u n d  t r e a t m e n t s ,  t h e  first o f  which  will be  t h e  Fire S u pp res s io n  Bill wh ich  will t r e a t  ca ta s t r op h ic  
fire s e a s o n s  m o r e  like FEMA for  na t u ra l  d i sast e rs .

Across  M o n t a n a ,  F ire Borrowing de lays  p r o jec t s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a nd  r e d u c e s  t h e  abili ty o f  t h e  Forest  
Se rv ice to  ac co m p l i s h  ne c es sa r y  f o re s t  m a n a g e m e n t .  A n o t h e r  m a jo r  cha l l en ge  ce r ta in ly  revo lves 
a r o u n d  de la ys  a n d  legal act ions .  M o n t a n a  m e m b e r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in p r o m o t i n g  t h e  fo l lowing ideas  for  
f e d e ra l  f o r e s t  lands;

• Require bonding for litigants
•  Injunct ive r el ief  o n  p r oce ss  b a s e d  co m p la i n t s

•  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  c o u n t e r p a r t  r egu la t io ns  t o  rel i eve de lays  wi th  US Fish a nd  Wildlife Service 
dec i s ions

•  M a n d a t o r y  in -p e r son  m e e t i n g s  fo r  o b je c to r s  on  projec ts ,  a n d  re a so n a b le ,  p r ed ic ta b le  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to  p rovide  p r o je c t  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  m a n p o w e r .

Federa l  f o r e s t  l ands  u n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  Fores t  Service a n d  Burea u  o f  Land M a n a g e m e n t  
c o m p r i s e  t h e  ma jo r i ty  o f  f o re s t  l ands  ac ross  M o n t a n a  a n d  a viable a nd  su s t a i n a b l e  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  
in f ra s t r u c t u re  c a n n o t  exist  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  f o re s t  r a w  mat e r i a l s  f ro m  t h e s e  lands.  
Al thoug h  m u c h  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  c o n c e r n s  a r e  f o c u s e d  on  fed e ra l  lands,  pr ivate  a nd  S t a t e  f o re s t s  a r e  also 
e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  to  o u r  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  w o o d  p r o d u c t s  inf ras t ruc tu re .  S u p po r t i n g  c o n t i n u e d  
fu n d i ng  fo r  f e d e ra l  co s t - s ha r e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p rov ide  ap p l i ed  ed u c a t io n a l  a nd  f o r e s t r y  p rac t i ces  
a s s i s t a n c e  a l so  r e m a i n s  a priori ty fo r  t h e  M o n t a n a  SAF m e m b e r s .

M o n t a n a  Socie ty  o f  Amer ic an  Fore s te r s  Fores t  Policy C o m m i t t e e  a p p r e c ia t e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p rovide 
c o m m e n t s  fo r  y o u r  c o ns id e r a t io n  a n d  is o p e n  to  a n y  fol low up c on v e r sa t i on  on  Fores t  Refo rm.  W e  
s t r ong ly  su g g e s t  y o u r  s t a f f  e n g a g e s  wi th  o u r  Nat ional  Di rec tor  o f  Fores t  Policy to  d e v e l o p  a long t e r m  
r e la t io nsh ip  w i th  o u r  ve ry  credible  o rganiza t ion .  Shou ld  yo u  have  any  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s ,  p lease  
c o n t a c t  m e  a t  y o u r  c o n ve n ie n ce .
W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  i n t e r es t  in helping d e v e l o p  p ract ical  a n d  t imely  solu t ions  r eg a rd ing  f o re s t  
m a n a g e m e n t  ac r o ss  o u r  s t a t e .

Sincerely,

Go rd y  San der s ,  Chair
M o n t a n a  Socie ty  o f  Amer ican  F o re s te r s  Fo res t  Policy C o m m i t t e e  
C / 0  Pyramid  M o u n t a i n  Lumber ,  Inc.
P.O. Box 549,  S ee l ey  Lake,  MT 598 6 8  
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Cc: S e n a t o r  T e s t e r  
C o n g r e s s m a n  Zinke
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